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TAGS: ELAB, PINT, PE 

SUBJECT: UPDATE ON COPPER STRIKE 

REF: LIMA 2630 

1 . CONFRONTED WITH A GOP DECLARATION THAT THEIR MARCH 27 
STRIKE WAS "ILLEGAL," WORKERS AT THE SOUTHERN PERU COPPER 
CORPORATION (SPCC) TOQUEPALA MINE VOTED TO CALL OFF THE 
STRIKE MARCH 29 AND SITUATION THERE RETURNED TO NORMAL 
MARCH 30. (SPCC'S CUAJONE MINE CONTINUED NORMAL OPERATIONS.) 
HOWEVER, THE 1180 WORKERS AT SPCC'S ILO COMPLEX (MOSTLY 
METAL WORKERS) REMAINED ON STRIKE MARCH 30. THE 18 FIRED 
UNION LEADERS AT ILO ALSO MAINTAINED THEIR HUNGER STRIKE 
(REFTEL). 

2. SPCC OFFICIAL NOTED THAT THEORETICALLY THE GOP DECLARATION 
OF "ILLEGALITY” PERMITTED SPCC TO FIRE ILO WORKERS NOT 

RPT NOT BACK ON THEIR JOBS AS OF APRIL 3. HOWEVER, HE ADDED, 
SPCC WAS NOT RPT NOT APT TO TAKE SUCH A DRASTIC STEP IN 
THE NEAR FUTURE. GOP MINISTRY OF INTERIOR OFFICIAL TOLD 
POL COUNSELOR MAR 29 THAT GOP EXPECTED TO RESOLVE ILO STRIKE 
THE FOLLOWING DAY. 
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